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THE ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF THE
PROPOSED EORAN-KWEIDHOW BATIAY

A survey of the projected Hunan-Eweichow Railwey has &lready been under-
taken by a group of US aid expsrts headsd by Steseman. When built, 1t will de
a source of great benufit to Hunan, and is considered to equal importance with
the construction of the Sonthweat Highway.

The rallway will extend from Yen-chi in central Human to Sha-p'u, pees
through Ta-chiang-k'ou, oross the Yusn River and extend through Yu-shu.wan,
Chih-ohisng and Huang Hasien to Yu-p'ing. While 1t only orosses west Hunan, it
ie comnected with many poirts by highways and waterwsys. At Ch'en-ch'i it
touvhes the Yuan and Chin Rivers and highwaye into Stechwan and the southwest;
at Yu-shu-wan it meets the Wu Uhieang and the highways to Shao-yang and to the
southwest., Other fesder highwaye are planned, making the railvay a lsrge ar-
tory of communication equal to the Kuang-chou--Ban-k'su 1line in south Hunan,

The provincial goverment 1e equaliy interested in opening up tho minsral
resources ia west Junan. This is ihsir chisf objJeot in tuilding the railway,
Beosuse the coel is inferior to that of Ch’en-ch'i, and trensport is difficult,
these mines have not bdacn fuliy vorked, Heveral mining companies there have
failed, There are alsc cilver mines in the vicinity vhich have been slightly
vorked vith insufficiont capital. Both theme apro@asts could be marketed if
there vers & rallwey. _

In Ch'en-ch'l Haien there are .umerous deposits of coal and rich iron ore,
recognized by expsrts as the b2at quality for steelmsking. Social dlsordur has
provented their developrent, but a railway would give an cutlet for these min-
erals and »ring nev prosperity.

In Ma-yang there are zinc and lead deposita, At Ch'em-sbu and Ch'en-huai
placer-gold deposits worked by crude methods have been yielding about 10 ounces
a day, but the govermment purchasing office was so mismanaged zs to make the
vork unprofitable, Other areas along the Funan-Xweichow border, such as Huang
Heien and ¥'ung-jen, produce mercury, sulfur, coal erd irom. With the coming
of a railway the former stagnation would be followed by widespread mining and
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marketiny of these valugble ¢t ivpalsg,

The rice-producing distrizta of Shu.p'+ and Tung-t'an may be termed the
"West Hunan granary.” IHowever, Lick of pwrclsscre and diffioulties of transpert
by coolies, have left the district with a holdover surplus szch year wnich has
been: burned to make room for the new crop, Several hundred thousand. picule
(one picul 1s 133 1bs,) wwuld be destroyed in this way, Huoai-hua hag the. sauw'
conditions dus to lack of trensportation. The people of Shu-p'w plan a nighwey
from Iung-t'an into the city vhich will copnect with the Hunan-Kwelohow railroad
tor wider distribution. i

A large amount of tung oil is produced in Ma.yang and the Haing River valley
which oould be sold for Foreicn sxchange, but it is stranded in the valleys,
with no outlet.or market, ‘s {armers, thersfore, are cutting down the tung
treées, claiming that they will plant other tress for fuel, that pianting tung
tress for the 011 doss mot pag, ard by getting rid of them other hillside srops
can ‘be -grown,

‘Tl,'x.o; cotton mill at An-chieng and the cement and cotton mills at Chlen-ch'i
all feel that losaes by river transport are heavy, for wrecks on the rapids are
by no meens upocemon. Their shipping departments have ®any a headache over the
"Ch'ing-lang ‘rapide bstween Yuan-ling and T'so-ywan. The cement mil) will be
moved. to Ta-yeh 1n Hipeh wileos this railvay is built. To avold dejreseion in
both agrioultiure and industry ani to gain new prosperity, this railvey 1¢ a
necegsity.

N In:ths papt west Bunan hao beeri the eubject of frequent disorder, due chief-
ly to the fact that this rsg! . kas been hHeyond effestive control by the govern-
ment. “Iocal bullies, grasping landlords and unsavory politicians took matters
in their bwn hands, seizing power, levying taxes, oppressing the populace, each
in his own interesti.

After the southwest highway was put through, pesace was restored, When the

ralivay 1s built in this region, troops can be quickly brought in ani disturt-
ances quelled,
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